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According to P. G. Wodehouse
and Guy Bolton, the sovereign
remedy for a dull spot in any
show 'i1s the panacea that never
fails, “Bring on the girls”.
Indeed, the WodehouseBolton
autobiography carries that ban-
ner for a title. In the world of
that mysterious teatime time:
traveller, Dr Who, the panacea
for plot limpness and Flagging
interest is < Bring the
Daleks *,

! NOW in his third incarnation,
the actor is Jon Pertwee, who
play the doctor as a dignified,
dandified technocrat, a know-it-
all, His predecessors have been
PFtriék Troughton, who turned
t

on

¢ ageless doctor into an un-
tidy | bumbling eccentric in
sharp contrast to the original
Dr Who, | William Hartnell,
| hos  characterization was

stern, dictatorial and icily
mysterious. Hartnell’s Who was
also elderly with flowing white
hair and a wing collar in an era
when such' things signified old
age rather than new chic.

These metamorphoses of Who
have been handily explained in
the evolving plot. In one instance
the doctor broke the time laws
and could not show h’s old face
again around the galaxy. The
Daleks, created by Terry Nation,
have always remained the same,
the ultimate enemy. trundling
about in their dustbin:like
armour, flashing their dome-
lights, pivoting their rayguns,
and exhorlting in nasal radic-

honic tones, “ Exterminate |

xterminate { ™.

In the current series of Dr
Who the doctor has just escaped
a| fiendishi imbroglio involving
the Ogront and the Draconiaps
and has lahded on a new pliyet
full of menacing vegetdan
which squirts haostile spores at
intruders. The title of thiselnew
adventure being Planet of' the
Daleks, ew'arynne sat waitin for

them to appear. Bu: .mething
new has been added, The Daleks
are now invisible, Dr Who had
to spray some special paint on
them before they appeared.

Of course the whole point of
D1 Who’s adventures in time and
space is that they are scary arid
menacing, the sort of thing fiit
to dominate the childhood
pantheon of terror. Even though
the doctor has defeated the
Daleks countless times, they still
represerit the ultimate bogynien,
And they have had stiff com-
petition, Yizardmen and all map-
ner of warty grotty space beings.
Still, the Daleks are the bogs
sgace horrors, something to get
the children hiding behind the
sofa in happy anticipation of 25
minutes of fear. Saturday’s
episode, written by Nation hij‘l
self, more than justified one’s
faith "in the Dalek’s intrinsic
menace, ,

Somehow Dr Who is just th ¢
hit more classy when you kn w
the dustbins oo wheels are to 1
ing around behind the nextti e
warp. :



