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th builets; the middie-
o dles on the operating
table t ‘me mysterious electri-
cal charges buzz the hospital
morgue, the corpse emerges as a
much younger man while an unsus-
pecting orderly watches '“Franken-
stein" on television. The regenerated
creature, temporarily discombobu-

lated, cries, “Who am I?” Doctor

Who, that's who, in his eighth trans-
formation since the childlike adven-
turer in time and space. made his
debut on the BBC in 1963.

Shown on PBS in this country, the
series has become something of a

is the time-traveling
o in a television film.

cult for those who don’t mind taking
thelr serious science fiction with a
dash of humor. Now Universal Pro-
‘ductions Canada has transposed the
eifin doctor to a full-length television
film devised as a pilot for a possible

new series Being broadcast on Fox
tonight, “Doctor Who' the movie
leaves that prospect up in the ajf, so
to speak,

With somewhal chintzy sets that
seem inspired by the old **Flash Gor-
don™ serials ("' This looks pretty low-

tech,” one character admits) and

wink-wmk dialogue that wouldn’{ be
out of place in " Third Rock From the
Sun,”’ “‘Doctor Who'' offers as its
herp a renegade time traveler whose
stolen time machine, calied Tardis
(Time. and Relative Dimension in
Space), is a battered London police
box for making public calls. The Doc-
tor belongs to a race of aliens called
Time Lords, passive observers from

a place called Gallifrey. The Doc-

tor’s arch enemy is the Master.
When the first Doctor. Who, a
grandfatherly type played by Wil-
liam Hartnell, decided to retire, the
producers came up with the idea of

giving Time Lords the ability to re-

generate themselves. They are al-
lowed 13 lives, each with different
physical appearances and personali-

. ties. Of such ingenuity is a long-

running series cobbled.

50 tonight, when the doctor unex-
pectedly lands in San Francisco on
Dec. 30, 1999, the reins of the leading

‘role are handed over from Sylvester

McCoy, the seventh doctor, to Paul
McGann, who does a kind of Peclt's-
bad-boy battle against a vicious Mas-
ter portrayed by Eric Roberis, For
romantic interest there is the beauti-
ful heart surgeon, Graceé Holloway
(Daphne Ashbrook}, who gets. the
inevitable line: ! {inally meet the
right guy and he's from . another
planet”” And for the younger sel,
there is Chang Lee (Yee Jee Tso), 2

cocky Chinatown youth dangemusiy

drawn to the Master's cynical prom-

Ises of money and power.
As the clock counts down 1o mid-

night and the year 2000 (let’s not get’

into when the millennium actually
begins), Doctor Who and Grace ma-
neuver speeding cars and swing by

FOX, tonight
(chmmzi Sin

Philip S&sal and Mex

ducers; Peter Ware, producer;

Matthew Jacobs, co-producer; Gedltrey
director; music by John Debney. Jo Wright,
exgcutive producer forthe BRC, A production
of Universal Productions Canada for distribu-
tion by BBC Worldwite and MCA Tebevision
WITH: Pmul McGann (the Doctor}, Daphne
Ashbrook (Dr. Grace Holloway) wnd Eric
Roberis (the Master).

ropes from rooftops in a race wi
the Master to control the Tardis’s
“Eye of Harmony,” which must be
closed or “this planet will be sucked
through #."” As usual, those helping
Poctor Who will do a fot of terrified
screaming.

Can't Doctor Who, with his dossier
of unusual powers, g0 something a
bit less hackneved 1o save the silua
tion? No. The Time Lords do ndt
interfere. As the doctor explains,
“The universe hangs by such a deli-
cate thread of coincidences, it's use-
less to meddlie with it A little script
meddling, though, might have helped
in this case. Mr. Roberw is left with
little to do other than impersonating
Bela Lugosi. Actually, the character
of the Mastey has now used up his 13
lives and, presumably, would be un-
available for a possible series. But
never underestimate the wiles of de-
termined producers.
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