‘star Makes BBC's

'Dr. Who' Click

By NANCY MILLS
LONDON - Superman,
Batman and the Incredible
Hulk now have a new rival
— Dr. Who.

Who. . .or what is that?

It's the latest BBC serles to
cross the Atlantic and it

irs Monday-Friday on
Ehannel b2,

Dr. Who is a time-travel-
ing science fiction hero who
comes to the aid of nations
in distress. A mad sclentist
whose heart is in the right
place, Dr. Who is the most
durable TV character in
Britain.

—The Loch Ness monster
is menacing London., Dr.
Who arrives in his flying
phone booth (known as
+pardis”) and saves the
day.
—An evil leader has
plans to desiroy Renais-
sance Italy — untll Dr. Who
arrives on the scene.

—Dr. Who finds himself
on the planet Pluto miltions
of years in the future and
assists the inhabitants who
are being exploited by their
leaders.

This intergalactic prob-
lem-solver is actually a 750-
year-old Time Lord. It’s
only for convenience that
he takes the shape of a
man. He has a mortal assis-
tant {(a pretty girl, natu-
rally), but there's no ro-
mance between them, Dr,
Who is above all that, ex-
plains Tom Baker, the man
who's become a national
hero here since he took the
job of the Doctor.

“Dr. Who doesn't shoot
anybody, drink, beat his
wife or even go out with
girls, but somehow he has
an herole appeal to chil-
dren.” It's become an in-
ternational appeal, as the
program is now shown in 22
countries.

Baker is vocel about the
amount of senseless vio-
lence kids see in today’s
films and television. “I
think the biggest bores in
the hero business are
James Bond and Kojak.
They're non-people who do
nothing but kick other peo-
ple where it hurts. One
wouldn't want to have
them around for tea.

“Dr. Who has bigger fish
to fry than a nasty rape
case in Brooklyn. I've got
to be concerned about mas-
sive thieves. If I don't get
there in time, the world
ends.”

Dr. Who has been zoom-
ing his Tardis over the Brit-
ish airwaves for 14 years.
But jt wasn't until Baker
took over the role four
years ago that the program
became more than a chil-
dren's show, Within a year,
fan clubs and Dr. Whe
societies had sprung up all
over the country. It's
rumored that a college ad-
ministrator recently broke
up a student demonstration
by announcing that Dr.
Who was on the telly. By
the time the students
realized it was the wrong
day for the program,
they'd already dispersed.

Dr. Whe's impact on au-

diences is a combination of -

the show’s creative scripts
and Baker's aggressive
personality and his distine-
tive rubber-faced features,

He's not a milksop who
has to change into his hero-

. Ccostume in a telephone

booth. Baker stands 6'3"
and has an impressive mop
of reddish-brown curls. His
“costume™ Is what the av-
erage working Briton
wears — sult and topcoat —
plus floppy hat and a 17
foot-long scarf,

Off-camera, Baker, 43,
doesn't seem far different
from the character he por-
trays. His ready wit and
cutspoken manner keep
conversation flowing. At
lunch in the BBC cafeteria
he waves his arms, shouts
across the table to make a
point and only barely rest-
rains himself from throttl-
ing you If you say some-
thing he disagrees with. His
eyes widen until a pair of
bright blue irises stare out
from a totally white frame.
Then he announces, “I
adore people who agree
with me entirely.”

Baker has come a long
way from the shy, troubled
boy who entered a monas-
tery when he was 15. “My
mother was very
religious,’’ he recalls,

“‘and up till 22 T was totally

preoccupied with reli-
gion.” But he’s reluctant
to talk about his six years in
the monastery.

When he finally leit he
decided to join the army. 1
was a terribly withdrawn,
pained, skinny man,” he
recalls, “and the army re-
leased me. I loathed the
Queen’s Regulations. It
was the forced contact with
people of different back-
grounds that did it. T was
coerced into a unit show.
When [ discovered I could
make people laugh it gave
me new strength.”

Luckily for him, Dr. Who
is supposed lo have a sense
of humeor, a trait Baker
plays up to the hilt. “The
all-time bad line — [ love
it,”” he admits.

“Dr. Who isn't really an
acting part. It's a matter of
being invenlive enough to
project credibility inte
scenes which aren't cred-
ible. The program is like a
hovercraft — on a fine line
all the time. You don't dare
touch the ground.”

Brolin To Star

In‘Horror’ Film

HOLLYWOOD (AP) -~
James Brolin will star in
the movie "“The Amityville
Horror.'" based on the
best-selling book by Jay
Anson.

Brolin, star of the sum-
mer hit *“Capricorn One.”
will appesar with Margot
Kidder, who will soon be
seen as Lois Lane in
“Superman.”

Rod Steiger will portray
Father Delaney. The book
was based on the experi-
ences of George and Kath.
leen Lutz in a house alleged
to be possessed by spirits.



