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Last season put Clara through the wringer with some terrible choices laid on her
and losing her love, Danny Pink (Samuel Anderson), and seeing him brought back
as a Cyberman. Has Clara come through all of that?

JC: | think last series the Doctor was the one who was willing to jump off the cliff
and Clara was holding him back, and at times, bringing him to his senses. But
since the death of Danny, in this series Clara is on the cliff face with him kind of
egging each other to jump.

PC: Clara is very reckless in this and | don't know if it's a consequence of the whole
Danny thing but she's much wilder.

JC: | think she realizes how short life is and while she’s here, she wants to spend
it with the Doctor and live and see and do as much as she can. | think she almost
doesn't fear her own mortality as much anymore and that is in the situations they
are put in, a dangerous way to live. There's a sense of freedom and commitment
to life on the TARDIS. There's nothing to hold her back as her life on Earth is not
the life she had before. In a way, she's throwing herself into TARDIS life.

Does their joint embracing of the TARDIS define the purpose of their missions
this season?

JC: Yes, they are living it up!

PC: There's something in that. One of the great things about Doctor Who is it can
ask profound questions while having men in rubber monster suits running up and

down corridors. It's a lot about mortality and | think that it's raising a question about
how to spend your life. In this season, they've decided to extract every sensation
from every moment. They have realized they are in this incredibly privileged posi-
tion so they are running with it, Clara in particular. One of the reasons the Doctor
is quite complex to play is that he has a knowledge of all things and all times. With
Clara, | think he knows Clara's fate even though she doesn't. | think it's a con-
scious decision to enjoy things while it's okay to do that and before the thing
comes that stops them from enjoying themselves anymore.

Missy (Michelle Gomez) will return as the most recent incarnation of the Doc-
tor's nemesis The Master. She really messed with your dynamic last year. How
does she impact you this season?

JC: She comes in a way you wouldn't expect this series. What we explore in the
first episodes is The history of her friendship [with the Doctor] and how far back
it goes, and that it is a really dysfunctional, weird friendship.

The Zygons are back this season. As a fan, how was it getting to play with
them again?

PC: It's great to have the Zygons back. Although they were there for the 50th, this
is a full-on, two-part Zygon invasion. In some ways, it's very like traditional inva-
sions and in other ways completely different. It's quite satirical in the sense that
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it reflects some of the conflicts in the world today which was really interesting. Plus
we get the great fun of chasing the Zygon around a supermarket. [Laughs] Some
days things like that happen and | felt the whole crew’s spirits lift because some-
how you are doing something so exclusively Doctor Who, chasing this poor man
in @ rubber suit, hoping he doesn't stumble into the pizza counter for camouflage.
All of it was great.

| remember the Zygons from the first time around with [Fourth Doctor] Tom
Baker and the costume design is the same but we have more sophisticated spe-
cial effects and makeup. We made them look great and that was fun in terms of
revisiting a monster and it could only be done this year what we do with them. |
always get a thrill when we visit an old monster, or old situation, and there is a
deepening shadow that moves through the season but you have to be very astute
to spot what it is.

Unlike some seasons, this year feels like its allowing you to really dive into
your history and mythology instead of breakneck one-shot episodes. Is that more
fun to do?

JC: It's nice because we're mainly two-parters this year which means we get to
spend more time in the places we get to visit, more time with the villains and the
supporting characters. There are cliffhangers so there’s more of an arc and that's
been really good. =
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