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TELEVISION

Special salute set for ‘Dr. Who’s’ anniversary

By Mait Wolf
Associated Press Writer

LONDON — He's a brilliant but some-
times flaky scientiat, an alien who intro-
duces hirnself anly as “The Doclor” and
travels through space and time in a rep-
lica of a police call box saving the umi-
verse.

In the United States, he's 2 minor cult
figure. And in Great Britain, the Time
Lord is celebrating his 20th anniversary
on the airwaves.

The British Broadcusting Corp. claims
a worldwide audience appreaching 100
million for “Doctor Wha,” which is
broadeast in 54 countries.

“We have a foolproof basic premise
that can never go stale,” says BBC pro-
ducer John Nathan-Turner, explaining
the longevily of the shaw. “Put a man
and his sidekicks in a police box and
send him to outer space, and you can do
whatever you want.”

Five different Doctors

First broadcast in Britain on Nov. 23,
1963, “Dector Who™ has had five differ-
ent lead players since its debul, The
Dactor can generate new bodies in times
of great physical stress, so the cast
changes are kept well within the stocy
line, but “pecple react to a new doctor
with difficulty,” says Nathan-Turner.

The most recent transition — from 6-
foot-3 Tom Baker, who had prominent
features and a tangle of brawn hair, to
the younger Peter Davison. a handsome
hland — was the most difficult, says
Nathan-Turner, the show’s ninth pro-
ducer.

Baker had played the role for seven
years, “s0 you had 9-year-old kids who
only knew Baker in the rale, But after

several episodes with Davison, pecple
adjusted,” the producer says.

The aduptability of the show's fans
will bie pul to the test again next March,
when another Baker — Colin — follows
Davison's three-year stint in the part.

Others who played the Time Loxd in
the past include William Hartnell, the
first Doctor, Patrick Troughton and Jon
Pertwee.

They've had to battle the Daleks, ma-
levolent mixes of mechanics and biology
who intone “ex-ter-mi-nate, ex-ter-mi-
nate” asthey blast away; the Cybermen,
silver-clad androids who are vulnerable
to gald; the Zygons, whose bid to take
aver the Earth ineluded the creation of
what humans came to catt the Loch Ness
manster; and the wicked Master, a rene-
gade Time Lord with a mystericus ha-
tred for most life forms and the Doctorin
particular.

The Doclor travels in a TARDIS, a

Latest ‘Dr. Who’ Peter Davison is captured.

space-time machine that ence conld
change form but gol stuck in the shape
of a Brilizh police box, which resembles
a telephane banth. Beecause w is bigger
inside than out, the Doctor has plenty of
room for himself and hls companions.
Anniversary special planned

A 90-minule special called "Daclor
Who: The Ultimate Celebration™ wiil be
shawn in Britain and an more ihan 75
television stations in the Uniled States
to mark the anniversary. (Lacally,
WONY-TV will air the special at 9 p.m.
Dec, 4

With all the show’s built-in flexibility,
Nathan-Turner says he never worries
about keeping up with science-fiction
trends.

“We were there first, and have never
attempted to compete,” he says, con-
tending the shaw is immune from sue-
cegses like "Star Wars,” “Alien” and
"Star Trek.”




