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Fans who are in the know
crowd store to see ‘Doctor’

by Gordon Walek

Horele TV/radve critie

it's one of those Late winter days 10 Chicago when the snow
13 gone, the ground 15 brown and the whepping wind 1s Full
of geit that gets under vour Iingernatls and Lo your hair
West Belmont Avenue 1s particularly nondescript at this
tme of year with Saturday morming shoppers hurrying
from ene discount store to anolher and an anemie sun pi-
ercing a sky more gray then blue
S0 on such a despicable day, what « bs throng of young
people doing stretched six-deep down the sidewalk and
oround the block
They ve been waiting a leng time 10 front of The New
Fantasy Shop to see Lke object of their desire and they
will, if necessary wait 4 lol longer
The sclence Nicliod memorabaiia shop 1s not the sort of
place thal draws 4 (rowd On this day however, ensconced
on an old vouch 1n a clutiered back Toom 1 ohe Peter
Davison a3 propers and mudest British feliow who wnder
hormial carcumstances could walk down Belmont Avenue
or even Michigan Avenue withoul sitraciing attention
However Davison probably best known o American
televivion audiences as one of the velerinarians on the PBS
seties “All Creatures Great and Small 15 the reason for
he folis outside They couldn t care loss about “All Crea-
tures " They want to see 'Doctor Who
Two years ago. Davison replaced the vencrable Tom
Baker as the fifth actor Lo portray * Doctor Who * in the 20
year-oid Britsh Broadeasung Corp science-fictwon televi-
sion vertes Chicago s WTTW Channel L1 has carried the
show since 1975, when Jon Pertwee portrayed & good-na-
tored fellow who \raveled through tume and space tn a
polwe call box
Back then not maenv Chicagoans had heard of Doclor
Who “ bul 14 the Lale 19705 with Tom Baker in the teading
roie the program began lo build 4 faithful cult-like aud;-
epee WTTW estimates 250 000 viewers tunc in the show at
L1 pm on Sunday. even for rerus
No ratter thal on this day none of the "Doctor Who "
fans whe had sal through Tom Baker reruns had any xdea
of when or where they might see the Dector Who baton
passed to the gentlemanly Davison Channel L1 after all,
already had paid for the rights to another 18 months of
Totn Baker reruns and ovan though the BBC was making
the pewer Davison cpisades avaslable for Amernican distn-
bution t wasn t known when they might air i Chicago. oy
whelher WTTW would ~li ! out the bucks for more shows
No malier that Davison 31 and s lovely wife Sandra
wore delayed in maling thar appearance at The New
Fantasy Shop Na malier that cold gnit was blowing it
the faces of evervone waating i that hae These folks were
ready for the new  Doctar Who
Most televiston luminaries and Davison who stars th
two other ¢omedv series In England in addition o hus
Doctor Who  chores 15 o lumunary — iravel in style when
they are beating the drum for their shows They usually
don b make appraranies at places like The New Fantasy
Shop on West Bulmant Avenue
Lyt there Davison was s wite beside lum sitting in the
hack ronm of u storc that was furnished 1n contemporary
Leswels RivIng INECrvicws a5 Lhough he wepe in the Cenlu-
1y Plasa fiotelin Los Angeles Sorme punket this
Davivon 10 Tadd was on 3 vacation — s bloody vaca-
tsn for (40d s sake — and stopped Jt the stare only at the
urging of owner George Breo
Breo might be descnibed a~ vour ultimate  Doctor Whe
tan and for good riason He makey money by selling
Docior Whe relsted me handise which 1+ available in
abundance ot s store He negotiated wilh Davison s agent
for more than 4 veor 1o get the docior here and ths blust-
cry day was his reward
BUT MORE about Bree fater Davivon s the man of the
hour Thal he was chosen 1o play 1he good doctor by execu-
tier producer John Nathan Turner makes vense He hay
waltihed the show sinte he was 12
It was a vory extraordinary adea {or me when they
sagpested | de thie Daveon said opking more hike Lhe
et an " AllL Creatures i hes Iweets and saddle oxfords
than s Declor Who characterization in long coat and
1 nicket gark
Ieternfied mwe but it 1~ not an opportunity you can turn
down because it terefics you A greal part of the show s
populority e that the device of changing actors has been
managed oansl that kas enahled it Lo go on for 20 years Iy
couide t have done that with just one aclor But the show

also has something of everylhing wn 1t It 1s an adventure,
it s humorous and 1t's a great opportumity to do different
sorts of stores And the character 1s endeacing ™

While Chicago audiences are just beginming 1o get a look
at Davisons * Doclor Who ™ the busy aclor 15 undecided
about how many years ke will Loil 1n the stience-liction
format

‘I m doing next year which will be my third,"” he said,
and after that, I don't know '

The four previous Doctor Whos left the show of their
own volition By American standards, that there have been
five succeeding stars 1n a continuing series 1s remarkable
As you may have noticed, most prime-uime nelwork shows
don’t last anylhing close to 20 years

“I'M SURE that M ‘Doclor Who' wonld have started on
American television it wouid have been canceled here af-
ter three episodes  Davison said “Lots and lots of the best
series need nurturmg and [ think that's the great advan-
tage British television has over American

Davison sees bis interpretation of the doctor as a umque
one

l wasn L cast because [ could do a pale imitation of
Totm Baker " he said * [ ve tried to lake charactenstlics
from the other dociers because I had to starl somewhere
But [ am shightly more paive than Tom and a bit more
vilnerable ”

One hopes Chicago’s “Doctor Who [ans appreciate the
vulnerability, because they screamed to get 1 Even lo the
point ol boycotting Channel 11 s March fund-raising drive
because they suspected the station was balking on buying
the Davison episodes

BREO EVEN orgamzed the United Docter Who Net-
work of Chucage, an umbrella organizauon of local “Doc-
tor Who fan clubs wncluding the Celestigl Intervention
Agency. Emssaries of the White Guardian and Eyes of
Harmony ¢ pressure WTTW into buying the new shows
Breo figlres he spoke for about | 000 “Doctor Who' fans
 the area

Anyway Breo and hi> pals penned a enbical lelter to
WTTW programmung director Richard Bowman 1n early
March accusing the stalion of dragging 1ts feet 1 coming
up with the new episodes and saying “Doctor Who" fans
would boycott the pledge acuvities, from wihich WTITW
derives most of 1ts operating revenue [t should be noted
that dunng the past 1wo years “Doctor Who' fans, many
wearing the flowing scarves that Baker fancied helped

(Conlinucd on Page 4)

The mild-mannered
felilow above is Pe-
ter Davison, better
known as “Doctor
Who,” the heroof a
British science-fic-
hon TV show who
travels through
time and space by
means of a tele-
phone booth. Cuit-
like fans, such as
the youngster at
lett, and a block-
long Chicago crowd
waited for hours to
meet him.

Herald photos by
Scott Sanders
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Fans who are in know
gather to see ‘Doctor’

{Continued from Page 1

anawer WTTW tele on
nights during the lul&?:m“m drsluwn:ay
man fired off a response, deny-
INg most of the allegations, but that did
little to lessen the outery.
'rne thing that bothered most of us
2::.&&0 sald, “is that Channet 1t
noncommittal about every.
thing They said they were negou::irnyg
but didnt say when things would
cement [ think basically the only rea-
son they did decide to buy them was
because of the action of the fans ™

A LOT OF "Doctor Who" fans ¢alled
the station to complain, charging
WTTW could have obtained the epi-
sodes 2 Jong time ago

Breo acknowledges that assertion
was inaccurate because the company
that syndicates the series was releas-
Ing It in America on & market-by-mar-
ket basis and wasn't ready lo ncgotiate
with Chicago until March 1

Not surprisingly, the price for the
new “Dr, Who" segments was consid-
erably more than the Baker episodes
because of the show's increased popu-
13rity But before the end of the month,
Channet 11 had come to terms with the
syndicalor, and the Davison series was
ready to roll

Turner agreed that “Doctor Who'

had evolved into a hit for his station,
although he said it 19 not the blockbus-
ter some of the fans say it is. The pro-
gram draws fewer viewers than
“Sneak Previews” and less than half of
the audience that tunes In for, say, Na-
tiona! Geographic specials

THE FIRST Davison episode aired
on April 24 and will continue on Sun-
days through June 13, when the station
will rerun some old shows starring Jon
Periwee as “Doctor Who'" The
Pertwee shows will conclude in Sep-
tember and be followed by Tom Baker
reruns through July 1984, when a new
set of Davison episudes will be avail-
able

All's well that ends well, the saying
goes But some “Dr Who"” fans aren’t
so sure Breo, Just back from England
where he was working out a mer-
chandising agreement with the BBC
for “Doctor Who" items (“we're keep-
ing a hand on the fan pulse’), 5
pleased the new shows are available,
but he sn't sure the hard feelings have
been smoothed.

Fan club members will be back at
WTTW for the next pledge period, if
they are welcome, he said.

“1 may be talking through my hat
because they may be very happy o
have our suppert,” he said *'But there
may be a few ill feelings down there *



