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Dr. Whe & The Daleks
(BRITISH-COLOR)

Sctfi adventure based on
popular BBC tele serial. Ex-
ploitation opportunities seem
boundless and lively for juve
patrons.

London June 22,
inlernational  release
an Aaru Fiims (Milton
A Rosenberg) production.
aaturcs Peter Cushing Roy asle,
Jennie Linden Roberta Tovey. Directed
by Gordon Flemyng Screenpiay, Subot
sky from BBC television serial by Tar-
ry Nation: camera (Technicolor), lohn
Wilcox editor, Oswald Hafennchter; mu.
sic  Maicolm  Lockyar; specal effects,
Ted Ssmuels Revewed at Studio One,
London Runn'ng tme 23 3
br. ho Peter Cushing
Roy Castie
_Jennie Linden
Roberta Tovey
. Barne Ingham
eoffre Toohe
Mark Peterson
n Bown
. Michael Coles
. Yvonne Antrobus

Regal F Ims
(thloulh BLC) o
ubotsky Max

A slice of scifi for beginners
which lacks the horror po!en!ial‘
of many 1 this field, but, with its,
mechanical gummickry will ring,
the beli with the younger genera-
tion, There are boundless exploi-
tation angles in this Techmscope-
Technicolor pic And in Britain,
it will certainly be a hig boxoffire
money getter. It will be interest
ing to see how it stands up o
stiffer Yank “sci-fi” competition,
particularly since it lacks stellar
pull.

Film is hased on a click BBC
children’s tv serial by Terrv Na-

a presold impact on moppets
‘Many parents, themseives Dalek
addicts, will not be ioath to go
along for the ride

Absentmtnded  professor Dr
Who (Peter Cushing! has invented
Tardis, & Time and Relative Di
mension in Space Machine, capa-
hle of lugging people to othér
in otber eras. By acci-
dent the prof. his grandauvhters
iJennie Linden and Roberta
Tovey) and Miss Linden's bov
friend, (Roy Castle) are ejected
from the earth and landed on a
huge petrified planet at a time
many years back

The planet is ravaged with radi-
ation from a previous war and ihe
quartet finds themselves i1n a
struggle hetween the Daleks and
the Thals The Daleks protected
from radiation in an all-metal city
and wearing mobile metal cones
fitted with flame-guns are deter-
mined fo wipe out the gentle
Thals Dr Whos party sides with
the Thals and 1t has to face the
threat of a neutron bomb and in-
creased radiation. The Daieks are
quashed within a comfortable 83
mmnutes and Dr. Whos party
leave the Thals in peace ard set
off back lo the Earth.

A few more thrills and a rather
more edged script (by Milton Su
botsky) would have made “Dr.
Who" a shade more acceptable to
grownups. But the kids will revel
in the fights and get kicks from
the dangers facing Dr Who and

Co., from the Daleks and the‘
threat of monsters The Daleks|.
are remarkably ingenious ma-

chines in the way they move and
|fight though maybe they are
given an excess of dialog, some of |
i which 1s repetitious.

Gordon Flemyng has played his
direction straight, without trying
either to play down too much to
the kids or to set it up for the
adults His chore would have
been helped if the screenplay had
had 2 Little more bite and nvent-
iveness,

Peter Cushing plays Dr Who
with amiabie gravity Jennie Lin
den is a pretty routine heroine
while Roberta Tovey 15 pleasant
ly cast as the little girl with sei-
entific knowhow and common-
sense Roy Castle mugs and falis
around a little too zestfully as the
boyfriend with & fairly good sense
Barrie Ingham 1s the
stalwart Jeader of the Thals, a re-
markable handsome bunch of
stalwart young men and women
decked up 1m wayout make up
Yvonne Antrobus has one or iwo
brief effective moments as his
girl friend, It is oniy fair to say
that the over genteel voice ema
nating from her, which raised an
unwanted yock at the press pre
view was dubbed and belongs to
another, unidentified thesp

Chiel heroes among the techni-
cal crew are Ted Samuels, whn
has provided some shck special
effects and the team responsible

- for manipulating the Daleks with

{Continued on page 16}



Dr. Who & The Daleks
such mobility, The deep, growling
voices used by the Daleks has
sometimes defeated soundmixer
Buster Ambler. Though much of
the film’s exterior footage smacks
of studio, art director Bill Con-
stable has done a commendable
job. Malcolm Lockeer's score is
useful and John Wileox’s Techni-
color lensing is varlable in ecolor
tone.

Rich.



