Capaldi tops
Christmas
TV ratings

PETER Capaldi’s debut as the
Time Lord was watched by more
than ten million viewers as
Doctor Who secured Christmas
Day's highest TV audience.

hile sitcom Mrs Brown's
Boys secured the largest aver-
age audience overall at 9.4 mil-
lion, an extra two million tuned
in for the final few minutes of
Doctor Who to see Matt Smith
regenerate into Capaldi
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Just what the Doctor ordered - 10m viewers

Extra fans tune
in at last minute
to see arrival of
new Time Lord

STEPHEN MCGINTY

THE artival of Peter Idi in
Doctor Who secured Christmas
’s highest television viewil

Egmh‘vgihl.h more than ten mil-
lion switching on BBQ1 for the
Sootush ano s first appearance
o the
Whnle 83 million watched
r Who sarttofinish,

who switchedonjust tosee Matt
Smith regenerateinto Gpaldi
ln a surprising twist, the top-

progtmw on Christmas
Dav was the sitcom Mry Brown’

tional spot at the top of the fes-
tvetree,
To l;sdd '% 10 injury, the
ng were
?Isguu trumped by Coronafion
Sm'ct. which secuned 83 l
icwers, 500,000 more
izsrivalonBCI.ltwas |htﬁl$l
time in more than a decade that
Coronation Srea was the most
porularsonponchnsnn as Day.
the batth: of the bubbles
BBCI had hden the storvtine
not with festive cheer but ;:ml

lence and gloom. Ex @ nders

h
arvest of
Janine Butcher for munder and
the amisal of now Quoen Vic
landiced Mick Caster - played by
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Donny Dyer. Yetthe show lost 16
million viewvers compared with
Jast year's performance.
Jowener, it was Coranation
Sreet which had a little more
+ill that tied with Doctor
on &3 millicn viewers, to
daim joint second spot in the
viewing league. The Docrar 1Who
1which sow the Doctar age
vears and included a bner
return for Karen Gitlan as Amy
I'\:nd wasup 700,000viewers on

Tast year.

The BBC tock six of the top ken
places, but the Queen’s Christmas
broadcast mxscd out at the top
end of the list BBCIs aucbence
for the annual addm tadition-
ally figures in the upper ten but
this vears 57 million meant it

CHRISTMAS DAY TV RATINGS
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Toomany TV
¢hannels spail
chance of new
recordfigure

ANALYSIS

Paul Whitelaw

EY.itsalten
W i
Christmas TV viewing
fizAres never measure up to
t

he fondly recalled, almost
)Io. Kouster ratings of

=
1he amwcr is assimple
1nd obviousas a Mrs Browas
Fovs saript because of the
(r;ﬁzmcnlcd nature of today's
multi-channel TV bindscape. it's
simply impesible for Chrstmas
in thisday and a0 to
eq}l.::l OF ¢ven come clonc 1o
rﬁantuan figawes of the
19705 when there weie only
threechannelsvying forour
attenticn.

Sohow did thisyear's festive
clferingsmeasure up? The
major highlight by farwas the
Dector Who Christmas ecial
abeautifully realised senck-off
for ol;:':‘)l‘thc greatest Doctors,

Jatt

lt may have been too
continvi tyhearyfor thc cxul
viewer, but this sci-fi colossus
isundoubtedly now popular
enough to get away with
wh.mwr it wants.

Itisako tesament tothe
exciternentsurrounding the
castingof Peter Capaldi that
an extra few million tuned in
during the Last five minutesto
witness hisfleeting yethugely
enticing debut.

Sothat ismorc than 10
million of us now aware that
Doctar number 12(oc 13, tobe:
pedantic)isan unabashedly
aceented nativeof Glasgow.

that.

Overon [TV, their supposed

wm thwam:— Donmm

ically incrt
and tmlbﬁ;t'.{%t Itelt quite
interminable.

Meamvhile, in soap-land.
CarondionStrectw as, as always.
effortlessly superior to its drab
rivat. Eastinders, whete the
novelty \«al ue of Danny Dyer’s
presence has alrcady wornoff.

As foe ratingswinner Mrs
Brown’s Boys, T avoided it like
the plaaue 35 1 washaving a nice
time and didn’t want torein my
Avnng.



