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How does it feel to be back on
the mother ship Doctor Who?
It’s good. It’s where Captain Jack
originated and it’s nice to be back
home, in a sense —although it’s great
to have two homes.

Torchwood'’s Hub set is very near
the Tardis set. During filming
did you ever peek in, wondering
what they were up to?

It’s a black curtain that separates us,
and generally we're not filming at the
same time. There’s no way that can
work. But I did keep walking past
and thinking, “When am I going to
get on? What’s going to happen?
When will I be back?”

You're back for the last three
episodes. Is it the same
Captain Jack?

Exactly the same Captain Jack

you knew before he left [ Doctor
Who}, it’s not the Captain Jack
from Torchwood. He’s not angsty,
he’s not moody; he’s determined,
but in a different way. Captain Jack
from Doctor Who is a little more
light-hearted, because he’s back
where he wants to be. Although he
loves the Torchwood team, one of
his main objectives over the past
couple of years has been to find the
Doctor, to figure out why Jack is the
way he is. Now he’s there, he can let
the Doctor take the responsibility
for everything and he can sit in the
background a bit.

Does Jack prefer less
responsibility?

It’s not that he prefers it; it’s just . . .
nice. Before Jack met the Doctor, he
had responsibility for himself, but on
meeting the Doctor that changed to
responsibility for humanity. Now
he’s with the Doctor, he realises

it’s the Doctor’s gig, let him take
responsibility. Jack will help. He’ll do
the things the Doctor won’t do.

Such as?

Fight. Jack will kill. And the Doctor,
in a way, knows that, so he lets Jack
doit. I'd say Jack’s the companion-
hero. I like that term! Ha-ha-ha-ha!
Youcan call him what you like.

How does Jack take to Martha?
He checks her out at first, to see how
she’s going, and they seem to gel
really well right from the start. It’s
like he picks up right where he left off,
because immediately he’s helping. >
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<] The previous Doctor
(Christopher Eccleston)
abandoned Jack at the end of the
first series. Is that issue tackled?
Itis. I can’t explain how, because

that would ruin the show. But yes,
throughout the next three episodes it
will be explained to you where Jack
went after Satellite Five, what he did,
why he got involved with Torchwood
and how long he’s been back on
Earth. There’s a scene —and I loved
filming it — where you wouldn’t expect
that type of conversation to happen.

Care to elaborate?

No. Sorry. I'm totally sworn to
secrecy. It’s a scene where you’ll think,
“How can they have a conversation
like this?” But it totally works.

Presumably, the imminent
season finale is going to be
world-saving stuff...

As always, the season finale will be
something of a spectacular size and
catastrophic events will happen to
humanity . . . Iso can’t say!

You must get used to saving

the world.

I'loveit. I absolutely love it. What
better job could you have than to get
up in the morning to come to work,
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to fly spaceships or to travel through
time to fight aliens and stuff like that?
It’s amazing. I’'mthe Star Wars
generation. I’'m the original Bartlestar
Galactica and Doctor Who. All that
stuff. So I’'m a huge fan of this genre
and I absolutely love saving the world.
How many people can put that on
their résumé? I've saved the world
about 15 times! Yeah, whatever,

push that button, save the world.

Do you get recognised more for
Torchwood or Doctor Who?
People say they love Torchwood and
people ask, “When are you back on
Doctor Who?” But most recognise me
as Captain Jack. So it’s not so much

the show as the person. Iwasata
traffic light the other day and a girl
ran up to my car, knocked on the
window and started screaming,
“Captain Jack! Captain Jack!”

That could be slightly disturbing.

I'm getting tinted windows!
Ha-ha-ha!

Does it ever become
overbearing?
Love it. Doesn’t bother me at all.

Who will Jack miss most

from the Torchwood team?

If you're talking personal, Gwen,
because he can taik to her. He’s the
only one she talks to and they have

a relationship that he has
with none of the others.

And will we see Jack back in
Doctor Who after this season?
I don’t know. The beauty of Captain
Jack, and one of the reasons why
I think, as an actor, I’'ve landed on
my feet, is that he’s popular with
one audience in Torchwood and
with another in Doctor Who. So
thereis always room and space for
Captain Jack to come back.
Interview by Nick Griffiths
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