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Another Spokane die-hard Whovi-
an, Lawrence Softich, says the ap-
al of the show is its weirdness. "l
ave to say the show is weird, since
the main character is always get-
ting into a machine which looks like
a large spaceship inside but outside
looks like a British police box. And
when he does use it, it never works
right, so he always ends up some-
where else than where he planned.”
The interest around Spokane is
high, but nothing like the avid fan
foflowing the show has in Alberta
and British Columbia. Canadians
act like “'Doctor Who" is the next
best thing to hockey. When KSPS-
TV holds pledge drives, the largest
response 1t receives comes during
“Doctor Who" episodes, and most
of the money pours in from Calgary
and cities in eastern British Colum-
bia.

KSPS, on the Saturda{ evening of
the convention, will ofter two Jon
Pertwee “Doctor Who" episodes to
observe the occasion. That will also
be during the station’s summer
pledge drive, and guests from the
convention will go to the KSPS stu-
dio to make money pitches for
Channel 7.

Jamie Decker, the IEDWAS club
president and TimeFest coordina-
tor, says she plans to set aside
enough money from the conven-
tion’s receipts to underwrite the
costs of running another year of
“Doctor Who" on the channel — es-
timated by the station to be about
$70,000.

But for an event that’s described
as a public television benefit,
KSPS's interest and support in
TimeFest '86 are surprisingly
modest, Decker says.

Decker claims she knows of no
other “Doctor Who” club in the
country that's held a convention as
a benefit for a PBS station. She’s a
bit miffed at KSPS for waiting until
last week before carrying on-air
announcements of the event.

The irony for her is that
TV stations in Tacoma and Salt
Lake City have been carrying no-
tices for viewers about the Spokane
convention for more than a month.

Bill Stanley, program director at
KSPS, says he intends to carry the
show next year, if possible. A sub-
stantial amount of money provided
by IEDWAS will ensure that “Doc-
tor Who” will continue through
1987, he adds.

Stanley goes on to say he won't
give area Whovians what they used
to have — the old format of having
the half-hour episodes shown twice
each night, then repeated on week-
ends.

“I think we may have spoiled
them a bit back then when we
showed it that often. When we cut
back, it caused all kinds of head-
aches for us.” Current station prior-
ities will keep the Doctor out of the
evening PBg’ program lineup, he
adds.

“But I want to keep the show (on
the air). It fits our cornucopia idea
of having something on the station
for everyone.”

Station manager Claude Distler
says KSPS gave some thought ear-
lier this year to getting its fund-

ublic

—

Jamie Decker looks over a list of names of fellow Whovians.

raising arm or special events com-
mittee involved in the event. But
that didn’t happen, for a couple of
reasons.

The two chief reasons, says Patty
Starkey at KSPS, was that the con-
vention was considered an event
belonging to another group.

“It wasn’t one of our projects and
we didn’t feel it was something that
required our assistance,” Starkey
says.

A second reason is “they never
really asked us for our help,” ac-
cording to Starkey, the executive
director of the station's fund-rais-
ing arm, the Friends of Seven.

ker and another local fan,
John Warden, both think the real
reason goes back to earlier con-
tacts between KSPS and area Who-
vians.

Warden, a 35-year-old insurance
salesman, became a dedicated
Whovian three years ago. He went
to the station and explained that he
wanted to bring actor Tom Baker
— the best-known Doctor in the
show’s history — to help build in-
terest in the show as well as help
get a local fan club off the ground.

At that point the station asked
viewers over the air to indicate
their interest in helping bring
Baker to Spokane.

But Warden couldn't get Baker
anywhere near Spokane — he’d al-
ready left the show and was pursu-
ing his acting career in England.
Warden believes KSPS manage-
ment felt a trace of egg on its face
“for having stuck its head out’’ ona
relatively obscure public promeo-
tion.

Decker will only add that she
sees a diminishing effort at KSPS
to keep “Doctor Who” in time slots
that are convenient for Spokane-
area fans. In any event, she intends
to speak softly and pull off a major

success with TimeFest and use it to
build ter demand for the show.

Decker is a homemaker who does
occasional seamstress work to sup-
plement her husband Ralph’s in-
come. Her chief occupation, she
says, is serving as a volunteer. In
1985, she received a national award
from the Public Broadcasting Ser-
vice for being the outstanding PBS
volunteer in the country.

She and her husband — who
works as a technician at KSPS —
have worked for several months
preparing TimeFest.

“It's really gotten crazy here the
past week, with peodple working at
our house until midnight or later
finishing details,” she said.

The payoff for that effort may be
astronomical. The net gross re-
ceipts, before all expenses are cov-
ered, may total $200,000.

Some of the remaining funds will
likely be set aside for next year’s
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KSPS “Doctor Who” costs. A por-
tion, adds Decker, will be mailed to
the PBS stations in Salt Lake and
Tacoma that helped promote the
event.

A percentage will remunerate
those who've toiled on TimeFest,
herself included. The rest of the
earnings would be set aside for
next year’s TimeFest '87, which
she’s bedgun planning for the Shera-
ton and Convention Center next
summer.

“I'm already looking into paying
for airplane tickets for the people
we want to fly in,” Decker says.

TimeFest '86 begins Friday at
the Sheraton and at the River-
park Convention Center. Tickets
are $45 for all three days, $17.50
for Friday and Saturday, $10 for
Sunday only. Sunday’s banquet
is not tncluded and costs an ad-
ditional $10. For further infor-
mation, call 325-9103.

|



