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TELEVISION

Dr Who’s

SUCCESS

By Juliun Critchley

“Isn'Lit terrhle © was the rcnct‘mn
of a small hay of seven who waiched
the return ol Docror Who, BB
an Saturday.  With others he bad
<at spellbound as the Doctor. with
his accolytes Jamie and Viciora,
scarched *he cmpty lomb of the
Cybermen for any sign af 1ts fdrmer
inhabitants,

Doctor Who has a tlime machine
that allows hum to voyage hack and
furth across the univers: intervemng,
on instructions from | ime Grove, in
the events of hoth the past and (uture.
I was told that Jamie.  Scots youth
who has caken the kilt into outer
spiace. wis rescued hy the Dodtor
from the Highlands aflter the defeat
of Bonnie Prince Charhe. while Vie:
tonia was the daughter of 4 19th-cen-
tury saentist who had come to g
had end.  She was, nol surpnisingly,
anvious  about the Jength of her
skart,

Docror Whe i« the mosg succe il
ul children®s programmes because it
has matched 118 wicnee ficlion setting
with good story telling, and the most
ingemious array of props and clec-
tromic sound effects The children can
tdentify too, with Doctor Who's child
companions. But most important of
all Doctors Who's infallibility s a
device that allows even a nervouns
child 10 believe that in spite of the
maost alurming experiences all will be
well in the end. 1t 18 reahity, or what
passes for it, that children find truly
terrifying.

later the B.B.C. showed Toany
Bennett meets Roberi Farnon, in
which singer and bandleader inter-
rupted each olher's performances to
exchange compliments of a fulsome,
vulgar and unwarranted sort. Ben-
nett, like a prize fighler, sang from a
crouching position, hand microphone
held firmly in front of his mouth.
Perhups it is because he has sung his
songs sa oflen that he is unable to
resist lhe lemptation lo embroider
them in such an irrilaling way.

He s<ang a composition of Far-
non’s which was forgettable, while
every so oflen the orchestra was
allowed to indulge in a piece of gym-
naslics, the saxophone players stand-
ing up in batteries. that in this sort
of programme passes for serious
munsic.

On Sunday Zero Mostel. who made
his nama in Rhinaceros and Fiddler
on the Roof. was inuroduced in,
B.B.C, 2's Zero Hour. A clown
with a face Lthat has something both
of Alistair Sim.and Charles Laugh-
ton, he sang, danced and took part
in skeiches, some of which were bet-
ter suited to the theatre than to-{ele-
vision. 1 felt that, good (hough he
is, last night at least he was 1oo big
for the medium.



