Dr. Whoina BBC
Vi to “‘doctor” Wha
the-felon detective

P LT RN :
INGEBORG, Jon Pertwee's German-born wife, has a
dream: that she and husband Joo are on holiday, iling
& palm tree . .. RELAXDNG. X

Bur Pertwee, who admits that the extremely overworks
Who is roerely an extonsion of his real-life character,
unwinding tricky.

“Relaxation,” he says, "is ridiog & motorbike, 2 bit of water
skiing, or 2 nice burn-up in the jet-boat. My wife thinks I'm demented.”
Above, he is scuba diving in the Mediterrancan, i

Not, adds Pertwee, that he docsn't share, on occasion, his wife's hankering
after peace ut the last, It's just that when he actually gets to it - when, for
instanes, he finally reaches lis villa in Tbiza, where he is pictured with Ingeborg”
= everything blows.

A familiar demon [eaps within him, a demon which has driven Pertwoe over
the years to all kinds of athletic and mechanical excesses. First, thee was the
crize for motorbikes, which started when Pertwee was 15 and ‘ended (1c
porarily) when Perrwee drove his first bike, on its first journegl, It 2 -

wall. -
Lawer there were racing cars, succeeded by go-karmyfemetnued on pa




THE DAY HE ALMOST DIED CHAS
WORLD SPEED RECORD NG

benevolent shark.

More susprising, perhaps, is the
nﬂsduti’cmntwﬂ.lbcuhngn

with daughter Dasicl, who is 13, 20d
san Scan, mivt. Petwee shys that
other road-users, when they st the
Whomowile, zlmoat mun info esch

clincher is the hair - streaming back
in a veriteble Niagace of waves and
ringheis. It oontribines shove all to
Pertwee's charactoristic air of sur-
[priss. There is, one focls, an awful
ot going on up there.

There’s an awful lot going oo
genenally, Some jnner recray of
Pertwax’s mind, if seems, s in an
advenced state of starvation, and he
thas almost manic cravings for sun,
spocd. and the vicarious power that
gxdgets can batow.
Pertwee's Londoa bome bursts with
gadpess. Apart from the odd Whe-
mobilc end motorbike there are
#dding machioes, rowing machines,
rumours of ap clectronic treaswrc-
hunnng machine for ropical beaches,
and an sutomatc fndt-cnusher in the
kitchen. Petwee, it seoms, oeeds 1o
e astoakbing and the gadgets are
uscfial props to this cod,

But Pertwes's sdvenmurous, gadget-
SEWn existrnee involves prediciable
occgpational huzards, Pertwee recatls
an xwhwird moment 3 few yeam
igo it Australi

“1 wes with some friends, water
MMmmMRmmr
Sydney,” s4id Pertwee, “and I scem
15 remember that moest of the people
involved had beem baving 3 wery
pood lunch and were well smashed.
The pilec of 8 shark-sporting plane
Wit there, complete with planc, and
4

SO0 ..
old Sean, on hix
junior metor-cycle,
set far soom-off
with dad, Jon
Pertwes, who will
“doctor”

soencone sugpesed I wy for whe
world water ski speed record — rowed
by the plane,

“So we put eight ropes on and the
pilet mumered something abow it
being all ight »2 fong a8 we avoided
therenals, amd off we went.

“We got up to sbowt $0m.p.b. and
then we ceme 1o a bend in the river
where the pilod hit 8 therma) and rhe

follow che pilot over the bank and
iry & water ski vouch-down an fand ?
“l chose the rivor, et go and
bounced aleng for shout 2 milke. To
my considersble serpeize 1 survived.”
To say the least, Pertwer seems (0
be trying hard to live up 06 SOME-
thing o somcooc: and it is preay
obvions thit someone is his writer
father, the latc Rolxnd Partoree,

“H:mmwupminxm.l-lc
had 30 many tlents. A well as bis
acting xnd writing abilities, he knew
all sorts of quainr, useEpecisd

things. For imtance, he was 3 great
fly-fisherman and he invented his
owe kind of imitstion fly, which is
sl sold commercially.

"1 sdotircd himn intenscly, but he
wis a lousy father, Rouen. He
sexmed to fmd @t tewribly difficult
o show love

“1 will alwwys remember the night
of my first professional performance
in rep i Rrighton. My father had
promised 10 be there and when [

'l’ml.ﬂnbkywrry.
I eouldn’t get there?
bom .

“Yet he would work at being 4

our imaginerions 2 G, we were shie
o improviae tackic from things lying
sround the hut - bits of cane, twine,
shoetera.

“Then, kater, it dawned on mee that
my father had carclully eft cverye
thing pecessary to build tadde in khe
hut. It was a planned ecxercise in
AT ey

Witk all thar v live up to DO
womder Pertwee 15 @ busy man, And
perhaps it less of 8 swprise thag
the Pertwee b wife knows is quite
different from his public persons.
“All actoes are schizophrenic,” she
says, "but maybe Jon 1 mose than
most. For 1n audience or for people
e dossn't know very well be'll seifl
act the buocancer. But his real love
it bus howe aad his children. Unlike
somt peoplc in the thextre be docsn’t
feel the pend 1o chave sround keeping
p wilh the theatrica! Joneses and be
apesds quite o bt of nme jast
waicking the eclly.

“But lbiza 11 the piace where he
really relaxes. Hit goes into a sort of
oo when we've been there for' a
while, He often, falis ssleep ovex his
o,

Which sounds, incidentally, rather
MMJummsdmp.
tion of relaxation in Thiza. Maybe
Ingeborg’s drenm of contentmen:
under the palm tice is Kas romoee
than Perswee knows.

'q!.r

Two methods of relaxing in the Pertwoe styls —
botk oo aﬁdirrng ?&di}_::z;xm " i
off the coast of Thiza, Spain ., . Above, in his :
jet-propelled apeedboat (which be
used in the Dr. Wi series oo BBC) and, below,
on & scabs—diving jaunt with the
latcst underwater bunting equipment




