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The Greatest Living Englishman remembers the birth of a TV legend s b caleodin.s

ever episode of Doctor Who. | had
never been so excited in all my
life. A whole week to wait to
watch the next instalment. Never
have seven days crawled so
slowly by, for all that they
involved a complicated house
move from Buckinghamshire to
Norfolk. A week later, in that new
house, my brother and { turned on
the good old television set in its
new sitting room, ready to watch

hen | was seven my

parents moved house.

Well, we all moved as a
family. | don't mean my parents
jeft me behind, though who
would blame them if they had?
We owned, in those days, a
television that disguised itself as
a mahogany drinks cabinet, in the
way they did - and they were
never called just televisions, by
the way, they were television sets.

This one's screen was, of course, week before we moved, the BBC episode two. The TV had been
black and white, it boasted one started a new drama, starring damaged and was never to work
channel, the BBC (what we'd now William Hartnell. An old man, again. We missed that episode

call BBC1) and had a knurled whose name appeared to be and nothing that has transpired in

volume knob in dark brown Grandfather or the Doctor, had a my life since has ever, or could
Bakelite. The set smeliled the way police phone box of the kind we ever, make up for that terrible,
dust always did when it was saw in the street all the time in terrible disappointment. There is
cooked on Mullard valves as they those days. Ht turned out to be a an empty space inside me that
warmed up. It slid about on magical and unimaginably can never be filled. It is amazing
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bearing rolled into its slots. The in complete amazement. The first that moment.
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