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Back for its first full series in two -

years, Doctor Who is returning wit
two new leads and a new head writer.
Nick Setchfield talks to Moffat, Smlth
and Gillan, the people who’ll mak
your Saturday nights .

ne of the eternal
struggles of the
cosmos is playing
out ‘n a cigar
factory in Cardiff
As ever, Doctor
Who is hiding the
unearthly in plain
sight, like a timeship concealed in a
phone box. It's a bright Welsh autumn
day and a corer of this anonymous
building has been drafted by the BBC to
suble for the interior of an alien craft,
Outside lics the industvial emptiness of
Penarth Road with its oblivious sweep
of morning traffic. Inside, the bemused

Scn stand and watch as a gleaming
swarm of Daleks emerge to confront
their perennial nemesis.

Showrunner Steven

Moftat - the man with
the best job In TV?
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: Daleks!” bark th : tyrants of Skaro, as. | ™
: pyrotechnics flash and dazzle. \

! them, filling the ronitor beforens. A
: face not s much loved by the camera as\
: one that intrignes, enchants and

: ldd scenester or a dashing English air

i ace? A Bletchley Park boffin ora

: punch-nosed Walthamstow boxer? It

: belongs to all of them and more. The

i -amera probes and prowls, uncovering
. new and contradictory facets with each
: change of angle. It's a face that's

: simultancously handsome, strange,
boilersuited workforce of ] R Freeman & !

. Brideshead flop of a fringe.

. look of wary defiance. And as they lock

: into the lens you realise that thisisa

. defining TV moment. one that

: time-ripples al! the way back 10 William
i Hartnell standing in Lime Grove studios
: in smokily distant 1963.

: Daleks, as he always must,

i chatters again, The cigar machine
: returns to life with an antiquate chug.
. 'The real world is back in the room.

| over to greet SFX. “The new Dalek
. eyestalks are designed to meet the lew:
: of my own eyes. They 1mad them from

» Adrlan Rogers for SF

“Behold the restoration of the \

55

But it’s a stranger’s face that opposes

N

pemplexes it. Does it belong to an indie

haunted, mischievous, innocent and
ancient. A paradox of a face, beneath a

Then the eyes meet the blank gaze of
aDalek eyestalk and give a familiar

It’s Doctor Who. And he's fighting the

The director cuts. The workforce
“Get thig,” says Matt Smith, strolling

my measurements. That's a bit of trivia
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Matt Smlth

So what sort of Doctor will you give us? .

* The fact that I'm younger, the fact that my soul is different,
my energy’s different, my history's different, will all add to :
different sart of Doctor. It's a part that allows for everything,
every facet of you to be revealed. | hepe it'll be rich and
plentiful, but it’s not scmething that | have analy'éed enough
to have a definitive “He’s this or that or the other”. Because
he's changing every day for me.

Are you enjoying it?

God, yeah. It's thrilling. It's hard work - he says 56 much! |
can’t really tell vou what | was doing vesterday but it was
brilliant, just krilliant - it involved a monster and me and...
something brilliant. And you go, “God, this is my job, this is
what | de!" You see the TARDIS there and it's just the most
beautiful thing to look at. You can place it in any logation and
it [Boks like it's been painted by Picasso or Van Gagh. I'm
constantly aware that it's a privilege and | feel very fortunate
te have such great scripts and such a brilliant show.

Rid you have
much of asayin
the costume?

* | did actually,
yeah, What's ™
interesting about
this particular
Doctor’s lock is
that it's going to
constantly evalve.
Stevan is very keen
that he's a man |
who gets up in thes
morning and wears
clothes because
it's cold. He's not
only defined by one thing. if vou lock atevery Doctor, every ™
Doctor has something, and | have a how tie. As always with
this show you're dealing with history, and you go, "Oh, | can't
have a scarf because Tom Baker had a scarf, | can't have a
pair of Converse...” But I'm pleased, because the costume
has come out of my personality, and it feels right on my body
and my frame.

| Still dressed as h
predecessor, the new
| Doctor crashlands on Earth.

So what’s the Doctor’s relationship like with Amy?

> Steven, in my opinion, has written the best companion. |
think she’s brilliant. She’s a real challenge for the Doctor. The
way they meet is just rather magical.

Is there any hint of a romance between them?
* | don't know... Pve only read six episodes. There might be!

What can you teil us about your firskstory?

| think there's a magic to it. Steven has written a rather
brilliant fairytale, in such a magical way. The Doctor’s getting
to know his new bady, which is just brilliant, all the great stuff
that Steven’s done with that. What's interesting about this
particular series is that it has a thread twining through it. And
you learn about that in episcde one. And the Docter’s scoping
it out. It's quite impartant for the rest of the tale.

It’s your birthday tomorrow!

¢ It is! 271 Oh, cracking on, aren’t I! Blimey. God, another 900
years and I'm there...
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Stick-lean and char nin_, he's dressed
like a Hoxton Quatermass in tweeds
jeans and bow-tie. He's also obssessively
tossing a small, circular prop in the air.
Closer inspection reveals that it’s a
plastic Jammie Dodger. Well, naturally.

Tom Baker had his jelly babies. And
‘ve got Jammie Dodgers!” Again the
Jodger spins.

You could be the new f
Doclgers, we suggest.

“What, like this?” he smiles, slapping
the prop to his forehead “I'm all about
he Jammie Dodger. I just imagine the
Lioctor in the TARDIS with Amy. Cup
of tea and a Jammie Dodger!”

He twirls it again, higher still, “I'm
getting good at this,” he shares, just
before it escapes his catch and rolls into
the for shodows. SFX is witness to the
precious sight of an embarrassed Time
Lord chasing after a makebelieve
biscuit, We like him already.

“There's just something about him,
says new Daoctor Who tsar Steven
Moffat, whose retooled, Smith-fronted
vision of the show launches this Easter.

‘I don’t think it's very hard to see, to be
honest. You “ust think Yes, he's going to
be one of the people that get to play
TDoctor Who, isn't he?’ T always think

f Jammie

he’s a kind of Bo’ Selecta caricature of a
handsome man...
Can we guote him on that?

“We insult each
other all the time
it’s fine. He's
strikingly

handsome but he’s
like a cartoon of
handsome with his
big sweep of hai
The first time he
€ame i, that’s
what he looked
like, and you just
think You're the
Doctor, you ate.

“Matt famously
on set is the
clumsiest human being vou will ever
meet,” adds the briskly witty, Paisley-
born writer. “He Just knocks things
over the entire time, falls over,

The Doctor meets Rory
(Arthur Darvill), but what’s
his connection to Amy?

|l Ones Mottat
made earlier; -
“The Empty Chitd™

The Hugo-
| winning “The Girl
InThe FueD\ﬂW

And “Blink™, which
also wen a Hugo.

permanently. You veer awav from him if
you see him carrying a coffez, because
you're going to wear it. He's quite an
athlete, though. He was a great
footballer when he was voung so he can
do the action stuff, but there’s something
quite shambling about him, with his
bandy legs — sorry, Matt — and his wee
short jacket. He can go from being quite
a cool action hero to being really quite
Stan Laurel, which is adorable.

300D PEDIGREE

As the writer of such New Who
touchstones as “The Empty Child”
“The Girl In The Fireplace” and the
spooksome, generation-scarring
“Blink" Moffat was always heir
apparent to the show's creative hotseat.
But inheriting the key to the TARDIS
wasn't the obvious act of destiny you
might imagine. In fact Moffat gnawed
at the decision,

Ttook a long time to say yes,” he
reveals. “I've got things I will now
never, ever write because Docior Who is
such a blizzard. 1 think it would have
been a very, very difficult thing to

wwiv.sfx.co.uk
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“MATT WAS
THE EXACT
OPPOSITE
OF WHO |
THOUGHT
’'D CAST”

S TEVEN

|\ | \ x A |

10 October 2Q0%9:
filming continges on
season opencr “The
¥ Eleventh Hour”

. aw

say no to, and you would worry when The choice of 26-year-old Smith as

you were an old man, wi 2 the Eleventh Dector remains Moffat's DOCTOR WHO =N ‘

You might think that you'd accidentally : most conspicuous creative choice. Did Ja! o s

lived soinebody clse’s life if you'd said | he have a particular k ..d of actor in 1 Z'O 2, J *

no. I remember my dad phoned me and | mind for a particular kind of Doctor, or i Auas Mzl 3

asked me what T was up to, and I said was he prepared to be surprised? 2 OFES MHOLIN A -'

‘Oh, P've just been offered Doctor Who.! | You're always preparcd to he asse L, =

And he said ‘Well of course you have!’T | surprised,” he maintains. “If you've

said, ‘T don’t kmow what I'm ;0ing to done this before you realise you will be.

do...” He said, "You're going to do it! Of | But I said, and I said it repeatedly, and

course you are! Evexyone knows you'r T've kept emails of me saying 1, ‘I think P

going to do it!" And I suppose at that he'll be between 35 and 45, and I think ! :3:: =

poin: I said veah, I probably am. nost of the actors who can play this 3 "ah
Moffat knows he’s in a different part are in that age group.’ 1 was getiing W

position to when Ruczell T Davics | quite irritable at one point, saying,

resurrected the show in 2005. Thenit | ‘Everyone on this list is in their E _—

wias an abandoned, antique brand, left to | twenties, and there aren’t enough people S8 i il

gather dust an- fond mockery. Now it's | in thei - twenties wh  play this N --"-'_-

an ITV-slamming colossus. Just how part!” And I stand by that. It's absolutely | ;

radical can he be with the BBC’s flagship = true. It's just nc: always true. and it M

Saturday night show? wasn't true in the case of Matt. Matt =
““What, as radical as recasting it and | was pretty much the exact opposite of

hanging all the music and all the other | who I thought we would cast as Doctor

things:” he counters. “What else conld | Who. Except he’s not. He plays the ‘Tt s med so effortless for him, cven

we do? We could change him into a : Doctor the way 1 saw it. He is the man. though he didn’t really know the show

woman, T suppose... well, we havent | And he happened t- be 26 at the time sre———— at the time. We were auditioning people

done that! You have to be radical. i which makes no differences DRVORNTEPRTAERIS ot a very, very high level, and in a way

Docior Who demands it of you. When L RS B 2 you can't get it wrong because everyone

Docior Who changes it changes e f@ who comes through the door is brilliant.

napletely. Not only do you recast the ’ I'onally, he has never ever been wrong,
lead, you change the lead character a bit ! ] Even on his worst day he can't be —he
too. That's a total no-brainer and i i
doesn’t make me nervous at all. It really, . \ o =

N

The Doclor Js hy
s
SO very hungry, ol

absolutely gets the playfulness, the
nuttiness, the loveableness. He's note
properly doesn’t. You have to make good : " - perfec:. Born that way, hardwired that
Docio: Who. And that’s not the same - M way, about how Doctor Who should be.
thing as making the same Doctor Who. r . o ks Even though, of all the people who
It’s just Doctor Who as 1 always saw came through the door he knew it the
it. It's not nostalgic. it's not backward : least well.”
loaking, but it is reproducing the thri ; ' A Tt’s 2 brave thing to take on, isn’tit?
that 1 always zot from Who. T think I've T think brave should be saved for
got a very zood ear for what's Who and abseiling,” smiles Moffat. “Is it brave
what’s not Who.” - h ’ ;i What are you going to do, once you're

ax Fa: res

4}
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On set for eplsodes 4
and 5, which see the
Weoping Angals uturn.

offered it? Say no? Is that what yon
became an actor to o? Get offered a
really, really big part 1© say no? Yes, it's
nerve-wracking, but this is the thing
that you wanted, so vou do it. Of course
you do

Smith’s fogeyish togs may be the latest
in fourth-dimensional chic - expect an
influx of tweedy wannabes at the next
convention — but as Moffat reveals, the
Eleventh Toctor almost made some
radically different fashion choices.
'We were way, way, way ¢ ywni a
ifferent road with the costume, and I

was very much driving it, saying he
should be sort of piratey and a little bix
Captain Jack Sparrow, wilder and with
big coats and all that. And we had stuff
made and Ma_: wore it, and I was
absolutely ready to sign off on it. But
Matt hated it! I've still got photos of
him standing there, chewing his lip.
And he looks fantastic, because frankly
Matt would look good in a nightie. But
he didn't like it. And the line he came
ap with was, ‘T think this is how other
people would dress the Doctor, I don't
think the Doctor weuld ever dress like
this himself, becanse that’s not who he

s thinks he is.’ He actually is an

> adventurer and a swashbuckler, but he
thinks he’s a really, really clever bloke
on his way to a museum or a concert

ol
‘.

Scenas from the
l fantastic sories trailer,
shown in 3D in cinemas.,
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“WE WERE WAY
DOWN THE LINE
WITH A DIFFERENT
COSTUME...”
STEVEN MOFFAT
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What can you tell us about Amy?

Amy Js an Incredibly sassy young lady. She's not just the
Doctor's companion, she's a person in her awn right. She's
Amy Pand, and she deesn’t always take the Docter’s word as
gospel. She's very sceptical of him and doesn’t tfust
everything he says, $he's kind of this alpha fernale and the
Doctor's the ultimate algha mals, so together they have this
interesting dynamic where they're on a par and they really
bounce off each cther. So yeah, it's an interesting pairing.

He likes feisty redheads, doesn’t he?
Yeah! There's a bit of a theme...

We can’t help but notice that you're wearing a
microscopic skirt in your first episode. Is that
cohventional policewaman’s uniform, then?

Probably nhet, no! The thing about Amy and the Doctars
companiens in general is that they have to de things in erder
to ensure that they're successful in their missions. And that
poséubly may have been gne of the things she had to do...

Does it help that you and Matt are new to the show at
the same time?

Yeah, | feel Feally lucky to be gaing thraugh this with
sameone who's also going threugh it at the same time. And
we've kind of get this bond now, because we're sharing this
armazing experience together, and hopefully that shows on
screen with the characters we're playing. We're good friends.

What was it like stepping into the TARDIS for the
first time?

The first time N'waiked nte the inside of the TARDIS | was
actually like, "Whoa...I" It was just incredible, & really was, the
scale of it. And it's beautiful. | thought, "Right, this is a bit of
what Amy must feel when she first walks onto it.* So | just
tried to call on that, really, and just exageerate it a little hit. ™
You've dane camedy with The Kevin Bishop Show. Is
Amy geoing to be funny?

Amy ls very, very witty. | think that's ene of the big things
ahout her, actually. And Steven is a really incredibly funny
writer and he's given her sorme great one-liners, and she can
really rael them off.

Did you Google yourself when you were first
announced as the new companion?

Yes, | totally did! | just started to read a few things, like
articles that people had written, and then | started to read a
couple of the comments and thought, "Right, | shouldn't do
this, it's toa weird for the head! And then | stopped! People
talking about you and projecting all these things an you.. it
was like, “Whoa, ckay!” It's alse really nicggan the other hand,
because people care, and they're interested.

And are you anxious about how it’s all going to be
received?
I'm trying not to think about that, but obyviously |
can't help but think that the show is under se
much scrutiny because it's so loved, and it's done
so well before, been loved by so many. | can't
help but think, “God, | hope this goes well.” But
we're doing our best, and | really helleve that
the show is good. And | hope ather people do.
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or something, somewhere hecan |
show off... he's always getting ik
distracted by fighting monsters. |
“And we're talking 20 minutes |
before the end of the day,” Moffat
continues, “on the final day
before we had to unveil bl
ymething. And he asked if he |
could put his braces on, so he put i
the braces on, and I think the
jacket is either ome of his or one
very like his, with the elbow
patches, and I was thinking, ‘Well,
it’s alright aot convinced]... And
then he said — and I knew this was
coming, because he'd become so
obsessed with Patrick Troughton
and “Tomb Of The Cybermen”
when he’d seen it... he spent 20
minutes on the phone to me... —he
said, "Can T iry abow tie?” And]
said, "No, no, that's just the most
ridiculously retro, child’s eye view of
what Doctor Who wears!” But still he
put on the bow tie he’d brought with
him, and he did look really good.
Moffat gives a wry smile at the
memory. “And without a song in my
heart, we signed off on it, mainly
because Matt was now leaping around
the room with a pen, pretending it was a
sonic serewdriver, saying ‘I'm Doctor
Who!’ In a way it's so wrong that
costume — it’s made of wrong! — but
then you see him standing there ana
ron think we!!. that’s the point. The
Doctor is the man who dressed wrongly.
It almost says it’s the Doctor — a totally
inapprapriately dressed man who
probatbly thinks he's a bit cooler than he
is. I think that's him!”
Pick-pocketing every historical strand
of British fantasy, the show’s genetic
nix has embraced everything from
Quatermass to The Lion, The Witch
An¢ The Wardrobe. What inspired
Moffat’s vision of Docror Who?
“Principally Doctor Who, T imagine!
Because I mainly came to things like
Quatermass and The Lion, The Witch
And The Wardrobe through Doctor

an absolu: - feature of the show that if
you see a good ides that someone else
has hzd then you just steal it and put it
n Doctor Who. And there’s nothing
wrong with that. If it'’s good enough for
farnlet then it's good enough for us. But
even if you imitate something else then
you make it Docior Who style,
whatever that is. You're kind of doing
Hammer Horror in the Generation
Gante slot, you're doing thrillers
opposite Ant and Dec... it's 2 weird,
almost unique flavour. It’s a little bit
Hammer Horror, it’s a
little bit showbiz, too, a

N Tattered yes, but be had -
Tl just defeated Rassillon
palf an hour before!

Mysteriaus ehildren
from the series opener

= ¢ould be spooky...

lictle bit gameshow, a Little bit Strict’y.
Early evening on a Saturday, that's
where it belongs. And part of what
makes it belong there is that still to this

: day it's slightly surpnsng that we kil
; all those people and have monsters

attacking at 7 o'clock in the evening!”

D{ T BLINK
Moffat’s previous tales have famousl
traded in intricate, time-tangling plof
but that won't be the case every
Saturday, he says.

“If you did every episode like ‘Blink
then you'd go mad., But at the sam

! time I think it’s a central part of th
Who. We just nick stuff all the time. It's

show that he not only travels in time

: but he actually lives inside in a time
. machine. That’s where he lives, so the

whole world, the whole universe, i
alive t- him. It’s a very different
perspective. The thing I keep banging on
about is that he doesn’t know what age
he is. He's lying. How could he know,
unless he’s marking it on a wall? He
.ould be 8,000 years old, he could be a
million. He has no clue. The calendar
will give him no clues. So ye:,
intricately plotted 1s good, and
something I can bring to it. We've got
some intricate shows but also some that
are quite simple and epic and big.

“THIS PARTICULAR
SERIES HAS A

' THREAD RUNNING
THROUGH IT*

| SMITH

www.sfx.co.uk



They’re not all the same - they’re not
all written by me! ‘Blink’ is still
probably the most complicated one that
T've done but then inixicate is what I
default to if T haven’t got time, and that
was in 2 hurry. Since I've been
permanently in a huery this series then
obviously all the epizodes will be as
good as ‘Blink’!”

He laughs, but there’s an uneasy trmuth
in ther: Doctor Who does tend to
trigger a giddy level of expectation. And
often an ego-savaging amount of
post-match analysis, too. Moffat tasted
fan love for the likes of “Blink” but
swore off online forums when he won
the showrunner's role. Surely he'll erack
once his first episode is broadcast?

No, 1 won't,” he insists. “Nobody
can avoid it completely — T see bits and
people send me things, usually vicious
things. I'm not swearing off the forums
because I think they’re stupid - T
actually don't — or because theyre
vicious, because for the most part
they'ze not. Thev're mustly wildly
positive, with a few lonely people
kicking up a stink. That’s the absolute
reality. It's just that I 7on’t need any
more of that fan voice in my head than T
was bom with. It’s going on in here all
the time anyway, like a fire alarm. I
have to drown that out and make the
show for the other 100% of th
audience, because they're 2 statistically
negligible amount, just a few people
whose mysterious hobby is to decry
endlessly a series they've ceased to
enjoy watching. Whereas the correct

Sub: ribe at wwwishx.cod © cripti

Ay and Rory check
out a strange new
patient In the hospital.

sponse (o ceasing to enjoy watching a
series —which is fine - is to stop
watching it.”

Moffat knows who he’s making this
show for. And here. perhaps, is his
mission statement.

“T think children will always need a
hero who fights monsters but never
becomes one,” he tells us. “I think
that’s such an important story for
children. And when I say children T

mean children of 48. That's very central.

As a myth, that’s really important.”
SFX takes a {nal peep behind the

BEHIN
HE COVER!
: Fx ridonigii

scored this lasue’s
exclusive reality-
warping 3D cover? SFX
art bods Joh and
Catherine headed to
BBC Walas in Cardiff for
a very special
photeshootwith new
Doctor Who stars Matt
Smith and Karen Gillan.

“1t's the first 30
Doctor Who cover” Jon
tells us. “It's new
technology, and the mew Doctor seemed like the
perfect opportunity to try it out.’

“Matt baunced in,” adds Catherine. “He really
got into it. 5o much energy. He wouldn't st8p
moving. He kept fencing with the Sonic into the
lens and shouting!™

And Karen? “There was a trampoline at the
side, and between shots she couldn't resist
having 2 bit of a bounce!”

Now there's an ideador our rext 3D cover...

R

black drapes that surround the
makeshift spacaship interior. We see a
jacketless Matt Smith, rehearsing with
the men who will soon step inside the
Dalek casings. They block their moves
with easy langhter, trading lines 2bout
cosmic domination and death, for all the
wotld like eternal kids at breaktine,
playing Doctor Who an< The Daleks.
Best ioh in the universe, really isn

it? SF

Doctor Wheo returns to BBC One on
Saturday 3 Apzil

o e
Behind the scenes at the
shoot, and Jan Coates’
original cover sketch.
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