Doctor Who? There’s no question he’s a cult hero

By ROLF RYEKEN
Sratf reparter

NEW YORK — About 00 “Who-
wvians.” including a xmattering from
Delaware and the Philadelphia
area, attended the first “Doctor
Wno" festival to be held on the
t on Saterday, only to
bave the second day of the two-day
event cancehed

And who, you mught ask, 15 “Doc-
tor Who?*

For the untamiliar, “the Doctor”
— the Who in the title 15 rhetorical
— ir the jocular, science-fiction
bero of a television
that 15 almest an institstion in

w! it bas run for 20
1t was Hrst shown in the
{)M States in 1975, and has since
attaiped & cult status here sumilar
to &emh\vln( generated by “Star

‘l'he of m lnd old,
o o s gt s
W New Yﬂt and
Dd,ummedehntehenomr
On Saturday, these
festival organivers, m
the
Wio Fan Club of Auurle- -
‘watched rare

line to receive lnum’lph: from two
actors who have in the
show.

‘The month-long series of conven-
tions, usually two-dsy events with
showings of rare episodes, costume
contests and appearances by some
of Lhe series actors, producers and
writers. began tbis month 10
‘Tampa, Fla.

uncanny -hum for the apt phrase =
the series has
lnd.lm L Wil
pressive ) fects,

Fans of this Bﬁ‘lmdm series
tend to possess strong opinions
Wrote science-fiction author Har-
h Ell.\sﬁl Sur Wars' lsndola.
cent nonsense: ‘Close Encounters of

2 Third Kind' is obscurantist drivel,

There is something engaging about a charac-
ter who, in the midst of some complicated
pseudo-science fiction plot, remarks that he
has ‘an uncanny ability for the apt phrase.’

A special one-day convention is
scheduled for Tuesday st m
phia's Walnat Street
1 to 10 p.m., though the ule of
*Doctor Who* merchandise, will

hegnal 10am.
ben “Doctor Who" first
Lelevision, it

appeared 0o American
mnvdmriyhured‘l‘om&m—
30 far the most popular of the

actors who bave puyed the tiue
role. wers loarned

of
doom remarks that he bas an

‘Star Trek’ can turn 'me brains to
puree of bat guano, greatest
science fiction series of all time is
‘Doctor Who!" *

The Doctor is a 750-year-old
Time Lord who travels through
time and space in what appears to
be a blve Britub police call box.
1S for Time

England.
where hus cdmpaniom (there have

been 30 in 20 years, most of them
women) would like to return.

bullje aleks, a horde of

mechanical hllers (hll ook like

nant industrial vacuum cl
shriveled, nlst Iude! ol I.be

Davros aeems

mand oaly, rhu:h ht oﬂeﬁ m a

igh-pitched “Esterminate,

The villains are not always
Some

t Jeast
version played by Tomn Baker.
Baker, who'd been playing the
character for aix

The fans 1p New Yorx spent the
day watching episodes, browsing
merci and attending

3 question-and-answer session with

See DOCTOR WHO — D4

Fans of the British TV series
Yuﬂnw-uhq&du.-eamnudshopformrcmm

.

series “Doctor Who™ gathered Saturday ta New

.



Doctor Who
« Costlased from D1
tbe actors — Jon Pertwee, the third
to play the Doctor, and Elisal
Sladen, vy&orghyed companion
Sarah Sane Smith. They persevered
for 12 bours Saturday

Sunday was to be much the same
sonoldly but at 10 p.m. suurd..y
Ron Ka of the 1.

member. ver-buod {an club

of San:
day's schedule. Hen)dhurthu
was because ol a dupule aver
ldvm&l mem-
bers ol e Bucon Theater, an
vaudevilie palace

e pal
at uus and Brosdwa {
SundAy. 100 peop e 'ho lndu L
the news w.

clurly closed thula Al ou po{nL
someone suggested brukln; m

ve got a
said, refurring to o all-purpose
tool uaed by the Doctor. p P“
Some of the dlllprolnled

at the New York
lnu"l was dluppolnun& to the

(v) 2 New York station (lvlu.lble
00 Rolline Cablevision i

Dell'nre and ‘sterer Cable in

Dover) because it repaats the same
epl . .

The paries mn be n
Delzware on -TV {12). The
series, with Davisog in the role,
returned to Channel 13 oo July 4 as
thersnh of viewprs' when
lhe nu'lu was. in Dee:m

ter almaost three years. Chan-
nel llmdllhdln-uﬁdmlmwy
a special

fund-raisiog effort was made in *
March. Fam of the‘a-iu including

members- of Doeior Wbo Fao
Club of Armerica, dona! 32,000
ﬁ&:m:-wanmmm
tivs ve swpassed tha
York. “We're sold out in Philade}-
ghll.“mnpa'mlsn\doutm
and we've sold 4,000
mulnDeuur
The $00 veem w repruau what

Pertwee called *the avera,
American fan — 38 oh

older fam.”
average fan is 50 knowledgeable
about the :huv that Bladen was
tudy "Doctor Who™
minutise
can’t bear
Sladen, who

blouse with
have w& that they would go

Fi 'muy. the appearance o!
Pertwee, an expansive theater
actor with thick white hair and

play the Doctor. "In 1985, ther're

goingwﬂol bqumpn‘n[ to sbow]
v e made from 1870 to

1974 aid “That's 180

By the end of t, lhey'l]genck to

death of me



